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Dear Readers,
It is a joy to be able to write to you again! Thank God for the lifting of
heightened restrictions, allowing the YF to meet physically again. I am
sure that we’ve all missed worshipping face-to-face and seeing each
other!
 
If you notice, a new segment has also been added to CYV! This new
segment is called “Keeping Up With The YFers”, where we keep up-to-
date with the happenings in our fellow YFers’ lives. We hope that this
segment can help YFers keep up-to-date with each other’s lives, whilst
injecting a bit of humour into it. Hopefully these can be great
conversation starters when we get to know each better as well 😉
 
Our text for this issue is taken from Lamentations 3:24-26.
 24 The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.
 25 The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that
seeketh him.
 26 It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the
salvation of the Lord.

When we reflect on our lives so far, we often remember the end results.
We remember the joy or sadness we feel when we opened that result
slip; we remember the relief or satisfaction we feel when we finish a
project. But leading up to that destination, there was a period of waiting.
There was a period of uncertainty.
 
To me, the feeling of uncertainty cannot be fully expressed in retrospect.
That feeling of anxiousness, wanting to have a sense of closure, is
exclusive to that period of waiting. The lack of a clear path makes one
overthink, makes one’s mind go into overdrive, thinking of the myriad of
outcomes that could occur. What do we have to cling onto?

E D I T O R ' S  L E T T E R
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“The Lord is my portion”, the writer of Lamentations reminds us.
“Portion” hints to a sense of fullness. There should be a sense of fullness
with the Lord, as the Lord is in control of all. The writer continues
“therefore will I hope in him” – a reminder to both himself and us. The
Hebrew translation of “hope” in verse 24 is yaw-chal, which means to
wait, to be patient. The writer reminds us that because He is sufficient,
we need no other supplement. Our trust should be fully in the Lord.
 
This theme of patience and waiting continues in verse 25, as the writer
prefaces that the Lord is good unto them that “wait for him”, to the
“soul that seeketh him”. As we read verse 25, it is easy to view the word
“good” as ‘what is good for us’. When we wait, we often find ourselves
in the pitfall of having a desired outcome. But is this desired outcome
God’s will for us? And how should we know what is God’s will? “To the
soul that seeketh him” is our answer. If we find ourselves anxious in
waiting, we can find peace in the Lord, knowing whatever the outcome,
it is the Lord’s desired outcome and not ours. The surrendering of
ourselves to God is key to finding peace amidst uncertainty and
anxious waiting. So “good” should instead be viewed as ‘what is good
according to the Lord’. 

In verse 26, “hope” is mentioned again. However, this time the Hebrew
translation is yaw-chal, which means to wait but there is some pain
implied. This period of waiting is not smooth-sailing. But what we
choose to do in this period is what distinguishes us. As the writer
explains – “It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait”.
The word “quiet” seems redundant in front of the word “waiting” as
waiting implies passivity. 



E D I T O R ' S  L E T T E R
But as we reflect on ourselves and even examples in the Bible, we
realise that “quietly wait” means to wait without complaints, to truly let
all our burdens fall upon the Lord and let Him solely direct our paths.
The Israelites, even in their period of waiting to enter the Promised
Land, with the multitude of blessings that the Lord had given them,
still murmured. So while we wait, we need to wait quietly, to wait with
the knowledge that our sufficiency is in Christ alone.
 
Perhaps you’re in a period of waiting now. The writer of Lamentations
reminds us that whilst like our peers, we have that exam result we’re
waiting for, that project that we so desperately want to finish; what we
have is the comfort knowing that the destination is in His hands. What
we’re waiting for isn’t determined by us, is determined according to
His sovereign will. Our attitude should be that whilst we wait, quietly,
not disturbed by the possible outcomes, that we surrender all to Him
and seek guidance from Him.
 
Passing that period of waiting does not mean that we can relish or sulk
in the outcome. When we pass this period of waiting, no matter
whether the result is good or bad (according to us), our attitudes
should still be one of utmost surrender to Him. Surrendering ourselves
to God should be a never-ending thing. It is our attitudes before,
during and after this period of waiting that we are a testimony, our
lives completely lived according to His Word.
 

In Christ,
The Editor  
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In the words of the hymn “Wait On the Lord”:
 

Tho the pathway before you uncertain maybe
Trust the Lord no good thing to withhold back from thee

He is perfect in wisdom and faithful to bless
Trust His word; in His time He will give you His best.



The 2021 Bible Conference was held on 18 and 19 June with Preacher Lee

Hann Yang speaking on the conference theme of “Threads of Triumphant

Living For God”. Although the Conference was conducted online and

held over only 2 days instead of the usual conference length of 5 days, I

enjoyed the preaching of God’s word, the discussions led through the

interactive platform of Slido and the group games which we had. There

was also a panel discussion where various church members answered

questions pertaining to how we can/should help others around us

spiritually.
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In June, we had our first virtual Bible Conference -- on the topic of

"Threads of Triumphant Living For God", with Pr Lee Hann Yang as the

speaker. In this issue, we invited Daniel to write his reflections on his

experience during Bible Conference.

NEWSFLASH!

Bible Conference 2021 - Daniel



Over the 2 days, Preacher Lee gave 4 messages:

Saving Cords: Evangelizing to our Loved Ones

Enduring Cables: Raising the next Generation of Believers

Healing Sutures: Caring for the Old & Needy

Adorning Silk: Making a Difference With the Little Things

For private circulation only
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On the topic of evangelizing, Preacher Lee gave us a

good reminder that when we evangelize to non-

believers, we need to first center our lives, our wills, and

our minds with the gospel. The acronym “AEIOU” (Adopt,

Expose, Invite, Offer, Unwind) was also suggested by

Preacher Lee as a way we can approach someone with

the goal of evangelizing to him/her.

For his second message, Preacher Lee emphasized the

importance of Christians to live as those saved by God.

Speaking from the first chapter of Titus, we are taught

to discern the grim of the world (v.10-16) and to display

the grace of the gospel (v.5-9). On caring for the old and

needy, we looked at the second chapter of Titus where

Preacher Lee expounded on how before we can care

for others, we need to be a “trainee” of God’s grace.

From there, we can be a “trainer” of God’s grace, and

this is where caring for others comes in. Preacher Lee

also gave another acronym “PREACH” (Physical,

Resources, Emotional, Actions, Conceptual, Historical)

to show the various means we can care for others.

P 
R
E
A
C
H

hysical 
esources
motional
ctions
onceptual
istorical

Caring For
Others

Evangelizing



For myself, I found the last message on “Making a Difference With the

Little Things” to be the most impactful. From Deacon Weng Ngai’s

concluding address, I agree that the church has done well in the big

things, for example, redeveloping our church building or building up

strong fellowship groups. However, we often lack in the little things like

caring for individual persons or in treating other church goers as people

we will live with for eternity in heaven. Preacher Lee explained that for us

to focus on the little things, we need to remember God’s kindness to us

(Titus 3:3-7), we also need to be mindful of how we show kindness (Titus

3:8-11) and we need to be mindful on how others have shown kindness to

us (Titus 3:12-15). From the panel discussion, Mrs Doraj mentioned that

even simple conversations as we make our way up to the sanctuary in

the lift makes a difference. As youths, who are the next generation of

leaders and mentors in the church, we need to take every opportunity to

make a difference in both the big and the little things.
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Wherewithal shall a young
man cleanse his way?

by taking heed thereto
according to thy word. 

Psalm 119:9
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KEEPING

UP 
WITH THE

YFERS

As the YF grows in size, we hardly find that we can find out what's been going
on in each other's personal lives. In this new segment, we report the events of

YFers' personal lives in a humorous and casual manner. 
While all these events are 100% true, we encourage readers to take these

lighthearted dramatisations with a pinch of salt. 

THE LATEST

NEWS ON

YFERS

"I FELT LIKE I WAS RUNNING OUT OF TIME" --"I FELT LIKE I WAS RUNNING OUT OF TIME" --   

CLARICE COMMENTS ON GRADUATIONCLARICE COMMENTS ON GRADUATION
“Nerve-racking”, Clarice Boo commented; when we asked how she felt about
graduating. The English Language and Linguistics major has just graduated

from NUS. Her schooling days have not been easy -- juggling multiple
commitments, and in her final two years of studies, to graduate amidst a

raging pandemic. She reflects on her final semester -- a flurry of term papers,
exam revisions and multiple job applications. Although she had fewer classes,

it felt like she was “running out of time”. 
 

However, Clarice remarked that “it was truly God’s hand seeing [her] through
this transition period”. She shared that her internship supervisor told her about

a traineeship position she could apply to, and asked if she was willing to do
freelance with them before that position started. The fresh graduate says,

“When it is your turn to graduate, my advice would be to trust in God that He
will provide for you in His time.” Well said, Clarice! We look forward to updating

readers on what God has in store for you! :-) 
 



For private circulation only

OW SIBLINGS TO GET BAPTISED!OW SIBLINGS TO GET BAPTISED!

Come December 2021, Luke, Nicole and Natalie, will be getting baptised
after attending the Basic Bible Knowledge class since January. The trio
explain that they feel blessed and joyful having to spend the time knowing
their faith through the BBK classes. “The biggest reason for me was wanting
to dedicate my life to God”, says Luke, the eldest sibling. Youngest sibling
Natalie echoes the sentiment, “[Something] that pushed me to make the
decision is remembering that we will always fall short of God’s standard and
that God has commanded us to be baptised.” 

Nicole advises, “I think it’s most important to have faith in what the Lord has
planned for us and to take things step by step, remembering to give thanks
and pray to God to oversee the whole process!” Indeed, thank God for His
hand in the Ow siblings’ journey to baptism! How often do we have 3
siblings baptised at once! Hearsay that they have already been approached
to serve in the YF… 

FRESH GRAD ANNTHEA LANDS JOB IN A&EFRESH GRAD ANNTHEA LANDS JOB IN A&E
The first one of her batch taking the plunge into the full-time working world,

Annthea Lee has landed a job working in A&E. The passionate Nursing
graduate clinched a place in Khoo Teck Puat Hospital in spite of the

increasingly competitive job market, especially amidst a raging pandemic.
Some of her colleagues commented to her that she has joined the industry at

the “worst possible time” and she has been feeling quite anxious about the
new experience. But she is set on pushing through! She remarked, “I’m

determined to learn and experience as much as I can before I take the next
step in my learning journey!" When asked about what interesting things she

has seen so far, she mentions the diversity of cases -- from road traffic
accidents, cardiac arrests to COVID-19 patients 😮; some of us can’t even

stand the sight of blood (including yours truly)! It seems that this role will
continue to keep her on her toes!

 
She gives some words of wisdom to those who may soon be going out to the

workforce: “Pray and trust in the Lord. Going out into the workforce especially
in this period isn’t easy. So have faith in the Lord as He already has a plan for

you!” Jiayou Annthea, and stay safe! 



June 2021 -- a month of relief and joy for aspiring undergraduates -
- Gwen Cheng and Cassidy Ong -- as they both got into the
university courses of their choice. The dynamic duo, best friends
since who-knows-when, have recently graduated from the
International Baccalaureate programme and look to further their
studies in NUS. In an exclusive interview, Gwen mentioned that
she’s been very happy “forging new friendships and laughing so
much with this new community even though the orientation was
held online. We make efforts to call and/or hang out in-person.
[She doesn’t] know if it’s gratitude or God just blessing her
undeservedly.” Cassidy echoes this, saying “I never would have
thought I would be here. It’s still very surreal to me.” 

“These two always-act-only. They always do well one Ia. I remember
them telling me during the ‘O’ Levels that they were gonna fail! Ah,
see what happened!” -- a mutual friend of both who chose to
remain anonymous remarked. On a serious note, the pair advised
those waiting to enter university -- “It’s okay to be anxious. We
waited for 2-3 weeks on the edge of the seats for a result, any result
at all. But remember the eventual outcome is still His will for you.
You’ll never know that the opportunity might be a good one for
you. Trust in Him!” 

Hopefully this pair will continue to be a shining testimony as they
embark on the next phase of life! But if you ever need to get your
teeth cleaned, or get someone to peruse your contract, you know
who to find 😉
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GWEN AND CASSIDY TO ENTERGWEN AND CASSIDY TO ENTER   

UNIVERSITY IN AUGUSTUNIVERSITY IN AUGUST



Roots and fruits are often used in Scriptures. Christ is the grapevine and

His disciples are the branches, and Christians are likened to a plant that

is fruit-bearing. The first part of our YF Theme this year is ‘Rooted in

Christ’. What does it mean to be rooted and how can we be rooted in

Christ? Being rooted involves knowing Christ before we bear fruits in

the form of good works. Our sermon series ‘Being Rooted’ focused on

the fundamentals to our Christian walk.    

Trust. The fundamental truth is that there are only two things we can

trust in; either we trust in man or in God. It is blessed to trust in God

and cursed to trust in the fallibility of man because God’s way is

perfect. With eternity in view, there can only be a successful life in

Christ and there is no life out of Christ. It is important for us to cultivate

trust in God so that even in times of trial, we’ll be able to bear fruit.  

Love. We need to be careful of the false notion that to advance to a

higher level in our spiritual growth, there is something complicated we

need to do. Perhaps we feel that there’s a Christian book we should

read to understand God’s word better or we should take up more areas

of service. While these things are good to do, it will not advance our

spiritual growth if we don’t get the basics right. We need to remember

our first love for God and give due diligence to cultivate it by pondering

His word. Take time to meditate on the love of God. 

Depend. It is often natural for us to depend on God only when there’s

an upcoming exam or a personal struggle to overcome. But our

dependence on God should not be situational. It should not be the

case to forget about God when things are comfortable. Rather,

forgetting God should be the anomaly. 

C Y V  V O L U M E  1 5  I S S U E  3 P A G E  1 2

R O O T E D  I N  C H R I S T  -
S E R I E S  R E V I E W
By  C l a r i c e
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We should be so dependent on God that we are completely helpless

except when we are abiding in Him. Where if we do not seek God’s

presence in our daily lives, we feel pricked in our hearts that something

is missing. It is only by abiding in the vine that we experience life in

Christ, producing more fruit as He sanctifies us through trials. 

Invest. If I think about what and where I’m spending most of my time

in, I’m not spending a lot of it on the things of God. Most of my day is

spent working, followed by leisure and lastly on my spiritual walk. And I

think most of us would fall into this same pattern of spending more

time on the world rather than on the word of God in our day. More

often than not, we do this because we fail to see how precious the

kingdom of God is. We are not ready to give up our desire to do well in

school or our well-deserved leisure time after a long day. We need to re-

evaluate what we invest our time on. Will we choose to forego more of

the world and invest more of our time on our walk with God? If we truly

understand the irreplaceable value of God’s kingdom, we should be

ready to invest in cultivating our spiritual life, growing our bible

knowledge and nurturing character attributes that make us Christians. 

This message series was a great reminder to take my spiritual life back

to its basic form; to put our trust and love in God. All we need to be

rooted is to take our faith with discipline by reading our Bible daily,

serve in Church faithfully and meditate on God’s promises. As easy as it

sounds, it is the basic things that we find the hardest to be consistent

and faithful in. So before we look into showing our outward Christianity,

let’s first work towards inward to being rooted by trusting, loving,

depending and investing in God.

R O O T E D  I N  C H R I S T  -
S E R I E S  R E V I E W
By  C l a r i c e

C Y V  V O L U M E  1 5  I S S U E  3 P A G E  1 3

For private circulation only



The Christian life begins with learning — learning the gospel. No one
is made right with a God about whom He knows nothing. No one is
made right with God unless he learns about Him and His message to
the world, a message of good news called the gospel. To know God,
people must learn that there is a God (Heb. 11:6), that they have
broken His law, and that they need to be reconciled to Him. They
must learn that God’s Son, Jesus, came to accomplish that
reconciliation and that He did so by means of His sinless life and His
death on the cross as a substitute for sinners. They must learn of His
bodily resurrection and their need to repent of their sins and to
believe in Jesus and what He has done. Apart from people learning
these things, “How then shall they call on him in whom they have
not believed?” (Rom. 10:14a).
 
Intentional learning is implied in Jesus’ offer in Luke 9:23: “If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow me.” So from the very start of discipleship, to follow Jesus
implies learning from Him, as did Peter, John, and the others,
anyone would certainly learn from Jesus if they would follow Him.
But Jesus is even more specific about learning from Him in Matthew
11:29: “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am meek and
lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” To accept the
yoke of a disciple of Jesus means to commit to a lifetime of learning
about Jesus and from Jesus.

For private circulation only
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T H E  D I S C I P L I N E  O F  L E A R N I N G
By  Dona l d  Wh i t n e y  -  L i g on i e r  M in i s t r i e s

T o  a c c e p t  t h e  y o k e  o f  a  d i s c i p l e  o f  J e s u s
m e a n s  t o  c o m m i t  t o  a  l i f e t i m e  o f  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t

J e s u s  a n d  f r o m  J e s u s .

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%2011.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2010.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%209.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2011.29


To emphasize learning as essential to following Jesus is not
advocacy for egghead Christianity. Like Jesus, we want both a heart
for God and a head for God. Remember that the Great
Commandment emphasizes loving God both with all the heart and
with all the mind, as well (Mark 12:29–30). 

Lifelong Learning
The Christian life not only begins with learning, it proceeds through
a process of lifelong learning. This includes deeper discoveries of
intimacy with God, an ever-growing grasp of the Bible and its
doctrines, a greater awareness of our sin, an increased knowledge of
the person and work of Christ, further implications of what it means
to follow Him, and more. A mature understanding of these things
does not come quickly or without effort. Simply put, it is impossible
to grow into a Christlikeness one knows nothing about. By the
Spirit’s power, we must learn what Christlikeness means and how
Jesus wants us to follow Him. We learn this through the Bible, of
course, but it involves learning nonetheless.
 
Those whom the Bible considers wise and intelligent understand
this. According to Scripture, The wise “lay up knowledge” and the
“heart of the prudent getteth knowledge; and the ear of the wise
seeketh knowledge” (Prov. 10:14; 18:15). So the primary measurement
of wisdom and intelligence is not your IQ or exam grades but
whether you pursue knowledge, that is, whether you discipline
yourself to continue learning the things of God throughout your life.

T H E  D I S C I P L I N E  O F  L E A R N I N G
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By  Dona l d  Wh i t n e y  -  L i g on i e r  M in i s t r i e s  
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As R.C. Sproul once wrote, 

“Burning hearts are not nourished by empty heads.” God’s truth —
which must be learned — is the fuel for the spiritual fire that flames
in the Christian heart.

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2012.29%E2%80%9330
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov.%2010.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2018.15


Intentional Learning
A hunger to learn the Word of God, the ways of God, and the will of
God expresses a hunger for God Himself. Those who love God long to
be taught about Him and from Him. That doesn’t mean all Christians
are to manifest an affinity for learning exactly the same things and in
identical ways. But it is true that apathy toward learning the things
of God is a mark of those who do not know God.
 
We are blessed to live in a time when the means of and
opportunities for expressing a love for God through learning greatly
exceed our ability to take advantage of them. But all these profit
little if a person does not pursue them. This is why learning must
always be a discipline, for a person can be surrounded by wisdom
and knowledge yet live without their riches if he or she does not
possess the discipline to learn them.
 
Thus, learning is indeed a gospel-driven spiritual discipline; those
who are not exerting themselves to learn the things of God will gain
spiritual and biblical knowledge only by accident or mere
convenience. In contrast, intentional learners will seek to learn the
things of God and will do so individually as well as with the church,
disciplining themselves to learn from those who are gifted by God
and recognized by the church as teachers.

C Y V  V O L U M E  1 5  I S S U E  3 P A G E  1 6

T H E  D I S C I P L I N E  O F  L E A R N I N G
By  Dona l d  Wh i t n e y  -  L i g on i e r  M in i s t r i e s  
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Learning is a 

            gospel-driven 

                              spiritual discipline.



Or more like a Reflection.   

Life Together, unlike what the title preaches, is more than simply
teaching one how to socialise; rather, it speaks of our purpose in our
personal lives and in the church, and the rationale behind many
Bible-Presbyterian worship practices. Amidst the diversity of topics
discussed, I feel that Life Together (and hence, our spiritual lives)
revolves around the theme of self-centredness. Hence, I’ll contrast
my self-centred life against the Christ-centred life, through reflecting
on some memorable lines from this book. 

A Self-Centred Life— Getting Tired of Yourself

1. To Be Hypocritical
“...what is an unspeakable gift of God for the lonely individual is
easily disregarded and trodden under foot by those who have the
gift every day.”

Being extroverted is awesome. Throughout the pandemic, I served
actively in church alongside Christians and invited sisters-in-Christ
over for laughter & games. Still, I was tempted to manipulate my
Christian service into giving me (and others) the false impression
that I was godly, when I had skipped devotion and prayer for days. I
was also tempted to substitute my relationship with Christ with
friendships and fellowship. As an extroverted Christian, I faced the
danger of hypocrisy. 

C Y V  V O L U M E  1 5  I S S U E  3 P A G E  1 7

L I F E  T O G E T H E R :  A  R E V I E W
By  Gwen
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Fellowship is a magnificent grand escape from worldly problems
(especially non-believers) 
Fellowship, especially through games & gossip, provides a
“spiritual high” because everyone, myself included, seems perfect,
happy & flawless. But,

2. To Be Egocentric
“We pray for the big things and forget to give thanks for the
ordinary, small (and yet really not small) gifts.” 

And this comes in our flippant attitudes towards older YFers/leaders
when they care for us. 

I took for granted all those times my YF leaders looked out for me
throughout my week — throughout their week. And the worst part
was that I felt like I deserved it. I forsook Christine’s struggles in law
school and Michelle’s difficulties at work, until I grew older and
realised how increasingly difficult life gets as we mature. 

3. To Be Impulsive
“...the danger of confusing Christian brotherhood with some wishful
idea of religious fellowship…In the former there is ordered, brotherly
service, in the latter disordered desire for pleasure”

Like a bumblebee whizzing to the honeycomb, I loved spending time
with church friends during YF, Bible Conference, and Christmas. But
it stemmed from wishful thinking, emotions and a weak
understanding of God. I was married to the ideal that

C Y V  V O L U M E  1 5  I S S U E  3 P A G E  1 8

L I F E  T O G E T H E R :  A  R E V I E W
By  Gwen
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“God is not a God of the emotions,
but the God of truth.”



“He who loves his dream of a community more than the Christian
community itself becomes a destroyer of the latter, even though his
personal intentions may be ever so honest and earnest and
sacrificial… When things do not go his way, he calls the effort a
failure.”

If you feel like you need to put in “effort” to make friends in church…
something’s not right. And something was definitely not right with
my spiritual life. During the Circuit Breaker period last year, while
many languished over the lack of physical fellowship, ironically, I felt
that my love for Christ was more sincere when worshipping from
home. And I knew why. The past few months — years, maybe — of
doing PA during Sunday service and playing piano during YF etc
were all to my glory. I wasn’t actually worshipping God, but myself. I
went on a downward spiral to becoming the most attention-seeking
“servant” of God. I’d never felt more sick of myself than at that time. 

So,... where does your desire to join the YF fellowship stem from? A
feeling of insecurity & loneliness? A desire to “alpha”? A need to fit
in? 

Romans 5:8 “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

Thankfully, what truly binds us together is the forgiveness of our sins
through Jesus Christ alone. This should humble us in service &
fellowship, knowing there’s no competition or comparison amongst
our faith. Our desire to fellowship should stem from a desire to
worship Him together. 

Because… our lives were never about us, but about Him. 

C Y V  V O L U M E  1 5  I S S U E  3 P A G E  1 9
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 A Christ-Centred Life— Breathing as God’s Servant

And I use the verb “breathing” to emphasise the unnaturally
passionate meditation we must diligently have for God 24/7, if we
want to live a meaningful life alongside Christian brethren. 

1. To be Persecuted
“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church” 

In 1935, the German-Lutheran author of this book, Pastor Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, shared a common life in emergency houses with 25
other ministers. In 1939, despite others begging him to remain in the
US where it was safe to preach the Gospel, Bonhoeffer returned to
Germany “to share the trials of this time with [his] people.” He was
hanged on 9 April 1945– just 2 weeks before his camp was liberated
by Americans. 

But this IS the true meaning of Life Together, isn’t it? As Christians,
we gravitate towards peace, but it’s mostly due to an innate desire to
escape pain & suffering. Similar to Jonah fleeing to Tarshish when
God posted him to Nineveh. 

Martin Luther said so himself:  “If Christ had done what
you are doing, who would ever have been spared?”
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 2. To be Faithful— Where nobody’s looking 
“Not all Christians receive this blessing…The imprisoned, the sick, the
scattered lonely, the proclaimers of the Gospel in heathen lands
stand alone… Yet, what is denied them as an actual experience they
seize upon more fervently in faith.”

Which is why I am envious of introverts who may take time to
treasure personal time alone, to meditate upon heavenly things &
God’s Word. 

3. To be Fruitful
“Christianity means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus
Christ.”

God has taught me, through countless forged & broken ties, that:
friendships with no constant dependence on Christ (through biblical
exhortations and prayer) will never last, no matter how emotionally
thrilling or “spiritually high” the friendship feels. 

“God's Word in Jesus Christ pronounces him guilty, even when he
does not feel his guilt, and God's Word in Jesus Christ pronounces
him not guilty and righteous, even when he does not feel that he is
righteous at all. The Christian no longer lives of himself, by his own
claims and his own justification, but by God's claims and God's
justification.”

This is how we should view ourselves & others in the spiritual church.
It is difficult, but we cannot forge lasting friendships with Christians
if we ourselves do not forge a close relationship with Christ.
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4. To be Fearless
“God has willed that we should seek and find His living Word in the
witness of a brother, in the mouth of man… He needs him again
and again when he becomes uncertain and discouraged, for by
himself he cannot help himself without belying the truth.”

And yet, it is ironic that we still need imperfect Christians to mentor
us, individually and collectively, in the faith. In spite of the harsh
truth above, we fall back into the endless whirlpool of self-pity and
pride if we try to live as an isolated Christian. 

“He who looks upon his brother should know that he will be
eternally united with him in Jesus Christ.”
I once thought YF leaders were ‘A+’ Christians who have a perfect
relationship with Christ. This perspective led me to quit YF
leadership in 2020 for a year, because I felt too sinful and
hypocritical to serve. And truth be told, since I’ve stepped back in,
nothing has really changed. Yes— as a YFer, I felt like my
interactions with younger ones were more natural and less forced.
My spiritual life blossomed as there were no “expectations” to live
up to. But similar to Jonah when he fled to Tarshish, I had failed
Christ; God called, I declined. 
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Isaiah 6:8 
“Also I heard the voice of the

Lord, saying, Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us? Then
said I, Here am I; send me.”

As an active YFer, I am still a filthy rag,
broken and in desperate need of God’s
salvation. So are the other YF leaders. Yet in
all their wretchedness and sin, they humbly
pick up their crosses and serve the Lord
faithfully. That’s the strange, admirable
comfort of Life Together, and why, despite
my shame, I choose this route too.
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5. To be Sincere
“Human love is directed to the other person for his own sake,
spiritual love loves him for Christ's sake.”

The close friendships I have now are still far from perfect, but they’ve
weathered through countless arguments, reflections & prayers, to
ensure we are all walking in Christ together. 

“The exclusion of the weak and insignificant, the seemingly useless
people, from a Christian community may actually mean the
exclusion of Christ; in the poor brother Christ is knocking at the
door.”

Spiritual love does not desire, but serves God alone. Although it’s
hypocritical of me to say this (knowing how loud I am), may we strive
to care for the poor in spirit, rather than our own wellbeing .
Because… 

“It is not the experience of Christian brotherhood, but solid and
certain faith in brotherhood that holds us together...We are

bound together by faith, not by experience.”

A Wholesome (pun unintended) Conclusion

“We are members of a body, not only when we choose to be, but in
our whole existence.”

We can’t be selectively holy in our personal lives; Saturday evening
YFs & Sunday services aren’t weekend gatherings to balance out our
love for the world. I myself struggle with the love for worldly music
and many more unspoken sins. And truth be told, I am only
beginning to understand the bittersweet truth: that my life was
never my own. However, if we slowly make our lives less about
ourselves and more about Christ, maybe, just maybe, we will find a
greater joy in living a life fulfilled, a life together. 
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I sought the Lord
and He heard me;

and delivered me
from all my fears.

Psalm 34:4


